Purpose To detennine the outcome of discharge on the first day following cataract surgery and the feedback from patients' optometrists.
Results A total of 318 eyes from 288 patients underwent cataract surgery. Completed fonns from the optometrist were received in 245 (77%) cases; no optometrist's letter was found in the remaining 73 cases (23%). Of these 73 patients, 50 (68%) had other ocular pathology requiring hospital follow-up and 9 had died. There were only 6 patients about whom post operative infonnation could not be obtained.
There were no significant differences regarding the age and sex of those who did or did not attend the optometrist. 
Conclusion

Results
A total of 318 eyes from 288 patients underwent cataract surgery. Completed forms from the optometrist were received in 245 (77%) cases; no optometrist's letter was found in the remaining 73 cases (23%). There were no significant differences regarding the age and sex of those who did or did not attend the optometrist. Of these 73 patients, 50 (68%) had other ocular pathology requiring hospital follow-up (Fig. 1) .
Nine patients had died during the study period, for whom no optometrist's record was available. their optometrist. The final visual acuities recorded in the notes were 6/9 in 3 and 6/6 in 3 patients.
Of the 9 patients who died, 1 patient had pancreatitis and complications, 1 was diagnosed as having metastatic tumour a few months following surgery and 1 patient had pneumonia the day after discharge and died in hospital a few days later. In the remaining 6 patients no unusual events had taken place prior to or causing death.
The remaining 14 patients with no follow-up record were sent a questionnaire asking whether they attended the optometrist and whether they were given a form from the hospital at the time of discharge. Of the 14 questionnaires sent, 9 were returned. The results of the questionnaire revealed 6 patients had attended the optometrist but were not given a form from the hospital. 
